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Editorial

Easter Messages

Daniel S. Schipani

Hope for Transformation
beyond the Pandemic

Easter represents systemic change, that is, authentic transformation.
By celebrating Easter, Christian communities realize that the resurrection of Jesus Christ

is the culmination of the trauma of his passion and death.
Informed, inspired, and guided by this vision, they can announce Good News and

contextually contribute to fashion a good new reality.
Vulnerability and suffering are

unending features of human experience,
and our current times reveal anew such
reality with compelling force. The
ongoing Coronavirus pandemic has
caused so far more than six million
deaths world-wide while also exposing
inequality, and discrimination against
marginalized populations. Add to that the
horror of war in Eastern Europe and
elsewhere…

Indeed, the combination of disease,
unmitigated violence, and injustice, are
the causes of multiple trauma for millions
of people. Our natural vulnerability and
weakness as humans are both,
manifested as well as compounded, by
multidimensional sinfulness and evil. Yet,
at the same time the current landscape
of indescribable distress also shows
many signs of mercy and care.

In the midst of suffering and global
catastrophe, manifestations of
compassion and solidarity have also been
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A Source
of Inspiration

Dominiek Lootens
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Julian describes and reflects on Jesus’ suffering on the cross.
She speaks about the maternal qualities of Jesus Christ and the Trinity,

about the fragility of creation, about sin and despair,
and above all she shares her trust

that all will be well in the end.

The Political Economyof  J.C. Kumarappa

Anawim Enters the GovernmentRecords for Good
Centre for TheologicalLeadership Training (CTLT)Cayman Islands

The Untrodden Path

Easter Wishes
To All Our Beloved Readers

“He Is Risen”

Easter Message

Reading
Julian of Norwich
(1343 - after 1416)
The COVID 19 pandemic was such a

drastic phenomenon that it challenged
our entire way of thinking and acting. It
has influenced us to this day. To prepare
for Easter, I felt the need to look for a
source of inspiration in the Christian
tradition: Julian of Norwich.

Julian of Norwich lived in a time
dominated by a pandemic. During her
lifetime, the plague ravaged her city three
times. She was a hermit, theologian and
mystic and the first woman to write a book
in English, Revelations of Divine Love.

Julian describes and reflects on
Jesus’ suffering on the cross. She speaks
about the maternal qualities of Jesus-
Christ and the Trinity, about the fragility of
creation, about sin and despair, and
above all she shares her trust that all will
be well in the end. She addresses these
issues like an experienced pastor, with

K. M. George

Discern the radiant hues
of life and light emanating

from the Risen Christ
The eyes of faith alone can discern

the radiant hues of life and light
emanating from the Risen Christ.

The proof of resurrection is in the actual life-experience
of those who can internalise it.

‘Christ crucified and risen’ was the
heart of apostolic preaching
(KerygmaKerygmaKerygmaKerygmaKerygma) and Christian hope. It was the
unique source that energised the
community of believers, shaped their
ethics of life, and helped them endure
brutal persecutions and all forms of
suffering in the world.

Sunday after Sunday the Christian
Church celebrates this great mystery of
faith with eucharistic thanksgiving and
sharing of the bread of life, ideally breaking
all barriers of race, caste and gender in
the unity of the one body of one
humanity.And year by year the paschal Lent

culminates in the participatory
commemoration of the suffering, death
and resurrection of Christ during a period
of time specially set apart as the Holy
Week. This has been how the Christian
Church kept alive, at least ritually, the
original experience of the early disciples
of Christ who  encountered the emptiness
of the tomb, but were filled with hope and
radical newness of life.

The eyes of faith alone can discern
the radiant hues of life and light
emanating from the risen Christ.
The proof of resurrection is in the actual
life-experience of those who can
internalise it.

Please See Pages 2 & 5
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Explosion of
Economic  Time Bomb

in Sri Lanka

People of Sri Lanka are facing an extremely difficult
and unprecedented crisis to sustain their lives at the
time of acute shortage of essential commodities like

food, milk, medicine, electricity, cooking gas, kerosene and
petrol; and also to survive the period of the sky-rocketing prices
of all commodities. As per reports, one person died waiting for
gasoline, in a long queue, and another, in a queue, for kerosene
for cooking. People across the country come out into streets to
express their anger and protest for the non-availability of basic
goods for survival.  While the poor people starve because of the
non-availability of food and medicine; the rich suffer, because of
the non-availability of electricity, petrol and cooking gas.  Due to
the fall in the production of electricity, water supply also is
disrupted.

Mushrooming of huge ‘development projects’ with borrowed
funds and reliance on imported goods, for daily needs are the
basic reasons for this malady. Except for the production of tea
for export, the island nation has been heavily relying on the import
of food materials and medicines, and petroleum products for
running motor vehicles and for producing electricity. For the import
of these essential materials, the country has been relying largely
on foreign exchange earnings from tourism.  But, two reasons
simultaneously caused steep decline in the availability of foreign
exchange. One, the decline of the tourism sector owing to the
COVID pandemic. Two, the tremendous increase in the burden
of external debts.

This situation is largely the result of launching of many
massive projects like a new international air port, a new harbour
and massive infrastructure facilities funded hugely by foreign
nations.  The political leadership that launched these big projects
primarily to boost their image has been justifying this with the
promise that these facilities would attract foreign investors and
that it would boost the economy and enable the country to repay
the loans. In fact, they have been propagating that the new
facilities would make Colombo a rival for Dubai.  All the political
leaders who behave like this hide two truths: One, all countries
cannot be like Dubai, Hong Kong and Singapore. Two, the
investments should not go beyond the ‘capital absorption
capacity’ of the country.  The massive investments with borrowed
funds above the ‘capital absorption capacity’ of the country are
bound to become ‘economic time-bombs’.  This truth was
revealed in Latin America in the 1970s and in Portugal, Iceland,
Italy and Greece during the first decade of this century.  Now, it is
being proved again right in Sri Lanka. All through history we find
that such investments are made as a political project of autocrats
without considering their economic impacts. The governments
of Rajapaksas launched these ‘development projects’ not for
the good of the country, but to establish their autocratic rule for a
long period. And they largely achieved their political objectives!

The story of King Solomon in the Bible shows very clearly
that  ambitious ‘development projects’  raising internal revenue
through oppressing and enslaving the people, and by relying on
borrowed funds and materials from other countries, would  make
not only the life of the people hard but also would, in course of
time, cause the fall of the empire.  In the recent past, we find
repetition of this story in Latin America, Central Europe and in Sri
Lanka. In order to conceal this truth, the ‘experts’ argue that  it is
the Chinese loan that created the crisis in Sri Lanka with the
hidden message that  massive loans from the US, World Bank
and IMF  are good. The situation in Sri Lanka reveals the fact that
unwise, ambitious ‘development’ projects relying on huge
borrowed funds from other countries would work as economic
time-bombs and that there is no qualitative difference between
loans from China and those from the US.

“Why are you looking among the dead
for one who is alive?

He is not here;
he has been raised..........”

      – Luke 24: 5 - 7 (TEV)      – Luke 24: 5 - 7 (TEV)      – Luke 24: 5 - 7 (TEV)      – Luke 24: 5 - 7 (TEV)      – Luke 24: 5 - 7 (TEV)

Easter Message

Fr. Dr. K. M. George is
former Executive Secretary of

the World Council of Churches and
former Principal of

The Malankara Syrian Orthodox
Seminary at Kottayam, Kerala.

Fr. George is an active member of
CARP -

Company of Artists
for Radiating Peace

The Post-Pandemic Easter 2022 :

The  Risen Christ and
a Little Bulbul Story

(Please see page 1)
As I was about to begin

composing this article on
Easter early in the morning, I
happened to spot a very small
bird, barely able to fly, perching
on a creeper just outside the
glass window of my study. I
curiously watched for a while
the little fragile chick that
looked  scared and  clucked
desperately.

After a few minutes I went out
to see if I could be of any help to
the little creature. By the time I
reached there the birdling had
disappeared. But I noticed that
on a chikku tree nearby there
were two adult birds shrieking
as if they were in distress. I could
identify them as common
Erattathalachi (in Malayalam) or
Red-whiskered Bulbul. They

were obviously the parents of the
missing chick. They stayed
around until 6:30 in the evening
moving from tree to tree, and
calling out for their child. They
returned the next morning still
sad yet persevering in hope .
Since I  had to leave home that
morning for a long travel I don’t
know what really happened later.
I had also seen a stray male cat
roaming about stealthily in my
compound. Although a sad note
lingered in my mind I was deeply

moved by the powerful bond  of
congenital love and the innate
quest for life in all  forms of life,
both ‘rational and nonrational’.

The idea of resurrection - the
affirmation of life over death, the
profound sense of being rather
than non- being, the quest for
something rather than nothing
- is built into the very fabric of
creation.

For the Christian Church, its
very existence is totally
dependent on the truth of the

resurrection of the crucified One
from among the dead . As the
Apostle Paul puts it categorically,
“If there is no resurrection of the
dead, then Christ has not been
raised; and if Christ has not been
raised, then our proclamation
has been in vain and your faith
has been in vain” (I Cor.15:13-
14). All creedal statements  of
the early Christian church took
the phrase ‘Christ  crucified and
risen’ as central to its
fundamental doctrinal faith.

The resurrection of Christ
has always been disputed from
the very beginning. The Jewish
leaders who brutally crucified
Jesus denied it. The disciples of
Jesus affirmed it. People of other
religions either never cared for it
or put it in their box of legendary

stories about gods and
goddesses. They would wish
Christians a happy Christmas
but never a happy Easter. Yet
Christians celebrated Easter as
the central event of their
liturgical year. However, in the
history of the church there have
been periods, particularly the
medieval western tradition, of
focusing completely on the
ghastly details of the ghoulish
torture and death of Jesus while

What happened to the small group of ordinary fishermen, poor and powerless,
of low social status, terribly scared of their priests and pharisees in Jerusalem?

What agency or force turned them into “people who turn the world upside down.”
To all believers the key to the answer is

the bodily resurrection of Jesus from among the dead.
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Say No to ‘back to normal’ in all forms

remarkable. Faith communities,
especially, have become
mediating places of nurture and
support, healing and hope. At
their most faithful, they have been
able to contribute to the
prevention of disease and violent

Dr. Daniel S. Schipani is
Professor Emeritus, Anabaptist

Mennonite Biblical Seminary, and
Affiliate Professor of Pastoral & Spiritual
Care at McCormick Theol. Seminary and
S. Francisco Theol. Seminary. He is an

ordained minister in the Mennonite
Church USA. He is the author or editor

of thirty books on pastoral care,
education, and practical and pastoral

theology.
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For Christian communities,
the vocation to become
harbingers of new life, of life
abundant, is grounded in the
historical, existential, and social
reality of Easter. Easter
represents the triumph of Life
against the traumatic power of
evil, sin and death.  So the
question arises: How can this
realization inform, inspire, and
guide, the churches’ message
for a better future?  A twofold
focus comes to mind with
denunciation and
announcement.

For the minority privileged
few of this world, life after the
pandemic is envisioned as “back
to normal”. Their hope is that the
unjust socio-economic and
political structures will survive,
recover and maintain their
hegemonic power.  Some even
forecast the advent of a somehow
benign “new normal” with minor
adjustment to the current
systems of power. For many
others, perhaps a majority, life
after the pandemic is
contemplated with fatalistic
resignation as “more of the
same”, which is another form of

“back to normal”.  Faithful
churches denounce and resist
those versions of a world
without peace with justice,
holistic well-being and care for
the creation. In the name of the
resurrected Messiah Jesus
Christ, their Easter message
says NO to “back to normal” in
all forms!

Easter represents systemic
change, that is, authentic
transformationtransformationtransformationtransformationtransformation. By celebrating
Easter, Christian communities
realize that the resurrection of
Jesus Christ is the culmination
of the trauma of his passion and
death. Informed, inspired, and
guided by this vision, they can
announce Good News and
contextually contribute to
fashion a good new reality.
When life “in the power of the
resurrection” (Phil. 3:10 - 11) is
actually experienced in their
midst, Christian communities
become sacraments of grace
and hope. As revealing
sacraments, they can be:  truthful
signs pointing toward an
alternative future in the light of
God; faithful symbols, that re-

Young People’s Column

Akumwapang Longchar
Her Master Found Her

The Easter morning
narrative in John’s Gospel
(John 20:1-18) opens with a
powerful scene that pulls the
reader to stretch out their

Just as Christ stood before Mary, so is Christ standing before us. Easter is a reminder and encouragement that
God stands with us promising overcoming death with life, conquering fear and uncertainty with Hope. May

we experience a Glorious Easter with our Risen Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

Mr. Akumwapang Longchar is currently
pursuing Master of Theology in Christian

Ministry. He belongs to Ao Baptist
Church Kohima, Nagaland.

Hope for Transformation beyond the Pandemic

conflict; to assist during the
onset of crisis; and to help in the
recovering and reorientation
process afterwards. They also
have a major role to play
concerning the vision of what’s
commonly called, “life after the
pandemic”.

present well the shape and
character of transformed life and
community; and, useful
instruments or creative means of
liberating and healing grace.

In the power of the Holy Spirit
those churches can thus enact
the Lord’s prayer, “Your
kingdom come, your will be
done on earth…” And in so
doing, they fulfill their sacred
vocation to be a blessing for all
the families of the earth.

Easter represents the triumph of Life against the traumatic power of
evil, sin and death.  So the question arises: How can this realization

inform, inspire, and guide, the churches’ message for a better future?
A twofold focus comes to mind with denunciation and announcement.

imagination, engaging with the text and also the allegorical
message that describes the intensity of the situation.

We are introduced to the first character Mary Magdalene, the author
then paints the backdrop as dark, a time before dawn. We are also
informed about a state of confusion and fear among the disciples

not knowing where their Master’s body had disappeared. The scene
then focuses on Mary who stood outside by the tomb weeping. Mary
was rumoured to be the lady from whom Jesus cast out seven
demons; Mary had left her past and embraced a new life and found
hope beyond brokenness in her new Master. But now her master
was nowhere to be found, perhaps we can only assume her state as
one that is hopeless. Mary on the Easter morning was standing
outside, looking at the sign of an empty tomb, looking at the disciples
from afar, who were in the tomb investigating. The narrator also informs
us that Mary in her state of brokenness and weeping couldn’t
recognize the voice of her Master whom she thought to have been
lost. Yet again, her Master found her. Here is Mary, the gospel informs
us of her being the first person to encounter the Risen Christ. The
greatest message that comes through the narrative of Mary’s
encounter with the Risen Christ is the Powerful Message of Hope.

As we walk through this Easter narrative, our situations may be
‘relatable’. Perhaps, this easter morning we tell a story, one that is
painted with darkness, alarmed with a plight that seems hopeless.
Perhaps, we might be in fear with the news of war and surge of
COVID-19 across many countries, news of uncertainty and confusion.
Perhaps, we stand with Mary as she weeps, excavating an experience
of our weeping bitterly. Perhaps, we also hold our experience in tears
standing outside of the tomb with Mary as she states “They have
taken away my Lord” We too speak of what has been taken away
from us; my home, my husband, my wife, my children, my rights, my
dignity, my hopes and my life.

Perhaps this Easter
morning like Mary we too fail to
recognize the voice of Hope
from the Risen Christ. But, just

as Christ stood before Mary, so
is Christ standing before us.
Easter is a reminder and
encouragement that God
stands with us promising of
overcoming death with life,
conquering fear and uncertainty
with Hope. May we experience
a Glorious Easter with our Risen
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.
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Julian invites me to ask myself how I can listen to people who
are filled with despair and fear. She shows us how her faith in
Jesus-Christ has helped her to listen attentively to people and

take their life situation seriously.

>>> Contd. from Page 1 Col. 4

Dr. Dominiek Lootens PhD is a Roman Catholic practical theologian. He
is head of the Centre for Dialogue at Campus Riedberg in Frankfurt am
Main, Germany. He is the president of the Society for Intercultural and
Interreligious Pastoral Care and Counselling (SIPCC) and international
advisor of the International Thomas Merton Society (ITMS). His latest

book is Lootens, Dominiek, Open to the Full Dimension. Thomas
Merton, Practical Theology and Pastoral Practice, Eugene, OR: Wipf &

Stock. 2022.

Ms. Gera Beulah Grace is pursuing
Masters Degree in Theology, Christian
Ministry (Counselling) at Union Biblical

Seminary, Pune. She is from a Pastor’s
family, working in Vijayawada, Andhra
Pradesh. Her future plans are to be

involved in the teaching ministry
as well as in the field ministry.

Many Christians become
sorrowful and miserable when
they hear about the death of
Jesus. The clouds of grief, pain,
and lament encircle the

Christian community all over
the world. There are many
Christians who do not want the
death of Jesus to ever happen
as they cannot fathom the pain
that Jesus was put through. But
the death of Jesus was part of
a divine plan to save humanity
and the resurrection of Jesus

Christ is at the very heart of the
Christian faith.

Jesus was placed in a tomb
by a councillor of the Sanhedrin
named Joseph of Arimathea, for
three days and three nights.
During this period, the disciples
and the followers of Jesus must

have been frightened for their own
lives as they went into hiding for
the fear of the Jews and could
not leave Jerusalem. It was a
testing period for the disciples
and they were distressed by the
death of Jesus. The sudden
dilemma of what to do next was
the major question the disciples
had. But they could not
understand when Jesus
predicted His death (Jn 2:19).
They thought that it was the end.
But the death of Jesus Christ
meant something else, it is the
plan to save humanity and the
whole cosmos. It is very clearly
written in the Bible that death did
not have any power over Jesus
Christ.

Acts 2: 24 “But God raised him
up, having freed him from
death,[a] because it was
impossible for him to be held in
its power.”

Jesus taught us a clear
lesson that His burial was not the

end but a new beginning. When
He was placed in the ground for
three days and three nights He
did not try to cut that period short
or try to change the divine plan
as He was capable of doing that
or He didn’t run away from it. He
stayed in the grave till the period
was over.

If we take a look at a seed, in
order for it to sprout, it needs to
be buried in the dark, cold, and
invisible places. When a seed is
sown in the soil it waits and
prepares itself for the right time
to germinate. But when we pluck
the seed out, it may be dead and
of no use. Many times, life buries
us in the midst of uncertainty and
hopelessness, and it almost
becomes difficult for us to survive.
But if we continue to thrive and
learn how to survive in the dirt that
we are placed, with the hope,
then we will sprout and grow from
the obscure places, as Jesus
Christ had a exulting victory over

Patience and persistence are the keys for a seed to bud and see the sunlight. Hope and steadfastness
are the keys for us to get through the trials that we will be put through in life. Let this Easter symbolize

hope and courage, which Jesus taught us through His resurrection.

much wisdom and empathy for her readers. She warns
of the dangers of greed for power and pride, which are
ultimately self-destructive. She uses images from
everyday life and gives them a depth that is comforting
and inspiring.

In her reflections on the relationship between God
and creation, she uses the image of a hazelnut. In her
time, the hazelnut was used as a measurement to help
patients understand how much of a medicine they should
take. Julian takes this image and gives it a spiritual depth:

“And in this vision He also showed me a little thing,
the size of a hazelnut, lying in the palm of my hand, and it
was round like a ball, as it seemed to me. I looked at it
and thought, “What can this be?” And the answer came to
me in a general way, like this: “It is all that is made.” I
wondered how it could last, for it seemed to me so small
that it might have disintegrated suddenly into nothingness.
And I was answered in my understanding: “It lasts and
always will, because God loves it; and in the same way
everything has its being through the love of God.”

Julian of Norwich invites me to look at my life as a

Christian and pastoral educator from an ecological
perspective. As a hermit, she occupied an insider-outsider
position. This becomes clear when you look at her cell in
Norwich. There were three windows: one facing the
church, one facing the city and one facing a forecourt
where visitors could sit. So she could witness church
services, observe life in the city and have pastoral

conversations.
The three windows of Julian’s cell provide an inspiring

image for me as a pastoral practitioner. Julian invites me
to look at the liturgy from an ecological perspective. In
looking at the first window, I ask the following questions:
What elements in the liturgy point to the beauty and fragility
of creation? How can we rethink liturgy in times of
pandemic?

As I work as an educator in Frankfurt am Main, it is
important for me to reflect on what it means to live as a
Christian in a city.

With the second window, Julian invites me to look at
the city from an ecological perspective. What is my role in
supporting people affected by the pandemic and living in
impoverished and polluted areas of the city? How can
we support them as Christian communities and advocate
for their rights?

The third window relates to pastoral conversations.
Julian invites me to ask myself how I can listen to people
who are filled with despair and fear. She shows us how
her faith in Jesus-Christ has helped her to listen
attentively to people and take their life situation
seriously.

A Source of Inspiration
Listen attentively to people and take their life situation seriously

the gloomy grave and the death.

Patience and persistence
are the key for a seed to bud
and see the sunlight. Hope and
steadfastness are the key for

us to get through the trials that

we will be put through in life. Let

this Easter symbolize hope and

courage, which Jesus taught us

through His resurrection.

Hope and Courage
Young People’s Column

 Gera Beulah Grace
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ignoring the resurrection  and the
radical hope it gave to the forlorn
disciples . Even in the 20th
century we see reputed  biblical
pundits like R.Bultmann
demythologise the Christian
fundamental faith in the
resurrection of Christ along with
other scholars who would
interpret it away in terms of
hallucinatory and subjective
experience of the disciples who
saw ‘apparitions’ of the risen
Christ.

As for the disciples, the first
physical evidence for the
resurrection of Christ was the
empty tomb. The very first
witnesses of that  were women.
But Peter and other male
disciples living in a heavily
patriarchal cultural milieu
naturally suspected the witness
of women as baseless gossip.
They had been thoroughly
dispirited and disoriented by the
circumstances leading to the
cruel death of Jesus, their
teacher, master and mentor. The
fellowship of the twelve with
Jesus at the centre had almost
collapsed subsequent to the
condemnation and death of
Christ.

Then the crucial question is:
What happened to this small
group of ordinary fishermen,
poor and powerless, of low
social status, terribly scared of
their priests and pharisees in
Jerusalem? What agency or
force turned them into “people
who turn the world upside
down.” To all believers the key
to the answer is the bodily
resurrection of Jesus from
among the dead.

‘Christ crucified and risen’
was the heart of apostolic
preaching (Kerygma) and
Christian hope. It was the unique
source that energised the
community of believers, shaped
their ethics of life, and helped
them endure  brutal persecutions
and all forms of suffering in the
world. Sunday after Sunday the
Christian Church celebrates this
great mystery of faith with
eucharistic thanksgiving and
sharing of the bread of life, ideally
breaking all barriers of race,
caste and gender in the unity of
the one body of one humanity.

And year by year the paschal Lent
culminates in the participatory
commemoration of the suffering,
death and resurrection of Christ
during a period of time specially
set apart as the Holy  Week. This
has been how the Christian
Church kept alive, at least ritually,
the original experience of the
early disciples of Christ who
encountered the emptiness of
the tomb, but were filled with
hope and radical newness of life.

Well, the critics are right. The
eyes of faith alone can discern
the radiant hues of life and light
emanating from the risen Christ.
The proof of resurrection is in the
actual life-experience of those
who can internalise it.

The authentic Christian
tradition takes the Incarnate
mystery of Christ in its totality, as
set forth in the Gospels,  from
Annunciation to the Second
Coming. Easter never stands
alone though it is at the  core of
that  integral holistic memory of
all creation. Here it is not a
question of whether  we can

prove on scientific terms the
bodily resurrection of Christ as
an isolated event, but the
ongoing celebration of the
mystery of faith in all its diverse
dimensions. St Paul’s circular
argument, as mentioned above,
that ‘if all are raised from death,
Christ is also raised, and if
Christ is not raised  we are not
raised from sin and  death’,
becomes meaningful only in this
holistic context of creation,
incarnation and salvation. The
analytical western mind, it
seems, never understood this
intertwining web of relationship
in matters of faith and memory.
The mystery of faith can only be
liturgically celebrated and
experientially  lived rather than
rationally analysed.

The  resurrection of Christ
has been read by biblical and
patristic tradition with great
promises for a  sanguine
theological anthropology
implying the transfiguration of our
own bodies and all material
reality participating in the glorified
body of Christ. (Phil.)

However, Artificial
Intelligence, Human
Enhancement initiatives in
Biotechnology together with
Quantum computing and a host
of other technologies like Nano
technology will pose a huge
question to the traditional
Christian vision of human nature
and destiny. Yet, on the other
hand, the now waging brutal war
and nuclear threat, refugees and
human plight of all sorts,
pandemic  and climate change
stare appallingly at  our very
human  future.

In these trying
circumstances, are we bold
enough to say, Christ is risen;Christ is risen;Christ is risen;Christ is risen;Christ is risen;
Indeed he is risenIndeed he is risenIndeed he is risenIndeed he is risenIndeed he is risen, as in the past,
and live out that hope in our
personal and societal
existence?

Happy Note: As I returned
home on the third day I found
the lost little birdie perching in
between the two adult bulbuls
and being affectionately fed by
the happy parents on the thickly
growing creeper plant  just
outside my window. They had a
nest somewhere above  the
plant-covered sunshade of the
window.

Easter Messages

The Post-Pandemic Easter 2022 :

The  Risen Christ and a Little Bulbul Story
In these trying circumstances, are we bold enough to say,

Christ is risen; Indeed he is risen,
as in the past, and live out that hope in our personal and societal existence?

Resurrection:

Experiencing the presence of the Risen Lord
Easter is celebrated around

the world as Jesus rose from
the dead and is alive forever and
ever. The Resurrection of our
Lord Jesus Christ reveals the
experience of a life beyond, and
a life for everyone, which
ultimately leads us to have a
meaningful life towards
fullness. As God’s plan of
salvation, the death and the
resurrection took place ‘by and
in and to Jesus Christ’, an act of
God to reconcile the world with
Him.

Resurrection:
Celebration of

a new meaning for life
New life is always exciting

because it fills us with great
anticipation and joy. Because of
Christ’s resurrection we look
forward to the future, and
something worthwhile to live for,
in the present.

The Resurrection of
Jesus Christ shows us that life
is stronger than death, as Paul
writes in Romans 6:8-11.  The
Resurrection initiates a whole
new creation, raising us up from
the world to a life in the spirit. The
Resurrection restored life not only
to Jesus’ earthly body, but also it
marks the beginning of a new life
for all those who believe in Him.
The Resurrection gives as a
lesson that death is no longer

Joseph Dasan

more powerful than the life in the
Risen Lord. Jesus’ assurance
in St. John 11:25 - 26 gives us
an understanding that Jesus
alone is the true way for a new
life.

The new life in Jesus begins
for us as we have the light of life.
The world we live in may be
imperfect, but the promise of the
Resurrection is a true freedom
that delivers us from the bondage
of the pain and sorrow, anxieties
caused by the opposing
elements. A life centred on the
Risen Christ transforms us and
turns us into the likeness of the
Risen Lord.

Resurrection:
Re-assured Act of Hope

and Peace through
the Risen Lord

Jesus Christ appears to his
disciples who were stricken with
fear in the midst of doubt and
confusion, and offers the
reassurance of His presence.
His simple words, “Peace be with
you”, (St. John 20:19-21), to His
disciples, not once but twice,
demonstrate that Jesus, the
Risen Lord, is the Hope in the
midst of fear, doubt and suffering.

The scars of the wounds in His
body reassure of His promise,
“I’m with you....” Isa 41:10,
St. Matt 28; 20.

The re-assurance of the
Risen Lord is His mystical
presence today in our midst as
the community of believers. He
invites us to experience His
presence, here and now. God’s
promise of an “imperishable
eternal inheritance”, brings us
hope in the midst of suffering
and pain in this world filled with

war and hatred.

Our belief in the Risen
Lord is the unshakable
foundation to confront all the evils
of this Earth with the inner
strength empowered through
Jesus Christ. The best evidence
for our striving towards perfect
peace and justice is our
‘resurrection- experience’ with
Christ. We, who encounter the
Risen Lord, are called to protect
and cherish the peace and be
the overseers of hope and
peace in times of despair.

Resurrection:
An invitation for a deeper

fellowship with
the Risen Lord

The fellowship with
God begins with an initial
response to the Resurrection of
Jesus. The two disciples on the
way to Emmaus,  who had lost
hope and were in despair, had
fallen into sadness, experienced
the presence of the Risen Lord,
when Jesus broke the bread and
gave it to them (St .Luke 24:30).
They were eventually
transformed to an invincible force
that turned  the world upside
down.

The second instance of
Jesus’ revelation to His disciples
by the Sea of Tiberias, inviting
them to “Come and dine”, John
21:12 directed them towards a
strong faith in His Resurrection.
His presence assured them of a
lasting communion with them.

The Risen Lord invites
everyone to experience the
deeper fellowship with the ever-
living God though our union with
Christ that covenantally binds us
to God, fuelling our Love for
Christ by committing ourselves
to the word of God. The two
manifestations of Jesus, which
prove that He was alive again
with new qualities, encourage us
to discover the Easter - faith by
being transformative and
liberative agents and to proclaim
the good news of the
Resurrection to this world.

Jesus’ resurrection
promises us a powerful life that
consummates in a glorious,
eternal life. The faith in the Risen
Lord forms the basis of our
success in life. There is a power
of resurrection working and
operating in us, which
strengthens. In these times of
challenges, let us be
rejuvenated and strengthened
with the power of resurrection.
Let us proclaim, “Christ, the
Lord is risen today, Hallelujah .

>>> Contd. from Page 2 Col. 4

The re-assurance of the Risen Lord is His mystical presence today in our midst as the community of believers.
He invites us to experience His presence, here and now. God’s promise of an “imperishable eternal inheritance”,

brings us hope in the midst of suffering and pain in this world filled with war and hatred.
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I. Introduction
These are bad times for the

global economy. In 2008, there
was the Great Recession or
financial crisis, inflicting severe
pains on the global economy.
Strenuous efforts were taken
nationally and internationally to
overcome it; but with little
success. Then came the
pandemic COVID-19 towards the
close of 2019, adversely affecting
all parts of the world economy.
By the dawn of 2022, the world
was just getting out of the grip of
the pandemic; then began a war
between Russia and its
immediate neighbor Ukraine
with serious short- term and long
-term consequences on the
global economy. In this article,
first we look into the background
in which the war was broken.
Then we will explore the
implications of it on the warring
nations and the global economy.
Finally, the engagement of India
on this score would be
mentioned.

II. Russia - Ukraine War:
A background analysis

Russia and Ukraine were
integral parts of the former Soviet
Union. However, in 1991 Soviet
Union was disrupted and
Russia and Ukraine became
independent countries with their
own constitutions and
governance structures. The two
countries maintained friendly
relations until the time of the so
called ‘Orange Revolution’ in
2004. By this ‘revolution’, the pro-
Russian leader was ousted and

a pro-US (West) government was
established. The new
government preferred to join
European Union and NATO
which Russia did not welcome.
The US has been prolifically
providing armaments to Ukraine
which also displeased Russia.
In 2014, there were internal
struggles in Ukraine which led
to Crimea’s liberation from
Ukraine and joining with Russia.
In the same year, two regions of
Ukraine Donetsk and Lugansk
declared themselves as
Sovereign states. However, they
were recognized as independent
nations by Russian President
Putin only in 2022, on February
21.

Russia invaded Ukraine on
24 February 2022. Putin claimed
de-militarization and de-
Nazification of Ukraine as the
legitimate reasons for the attack.
Now, more than five weeks are
over since the commencement
of the war. In spite of some peace
negotiations, the war still goes
on.

The Political Economy of
Energy: Root cause of
Russia – Ukraine conflict

In the post-collapse era of the
USSR, Russia under the
leadership of Vladimir Putin
emerged as an ‘energy giant’. It
is now the world’s third – largest
producer of oil and second -
largest producer of natural gas.

Its energy revenue is presently
about $ 630 billion. For most of
the European countries, Russia
became the major source of their
energy requirements, especially
natural gas. So, the sanctions
imposed on Russia as an anti -
war measure are affecting
adversely Russia as well as the
major importers of Russian oil
and natural gas. On this score,
the major sufferers are
European countries themselves.

USA is not at all appreciative
of this emergence of Russia as
an energy power. So, it has
made multiple attempts to curb
the Russia- Europe Pipeline
Projects from the time of Kennedy
era onwards. In 1963, the
Kennedy Administration

imposed an embargo on the
wide -diameter pipe to Soviet-
aligned countries. In spite of the
embargo and other US
pressures the pipe line finally got
completed one year later. The
Regan Administration also made
a similar attempt in 1981, when
the Soviet Union commenced
building a natural gas pipe-line
from Siberia into Western
Europe. However, the pipeline
got completed three years later
in 1984.

A uniqueness of Putin’s
leadership is that he could
successfully merge economic
policy with geo-political
objectives. An instance is his
changed energy policy with
Ukraine. Ukraine continued to
receive the same heavily
subsidized gas shipments from
Russia in the early 2000s as it
did when it was part of the Soviet
Union a decade earlier. But after
the ‘Orange Revolution’ in 2004,
Russia demanded Ukraine to
pay full market rates for its gas.
Ukraine did not comply with this
demand. As a result, the relation
between the two countries
worsened. Russia viewed
Ukraine as an unreliable gas
transit country. This stimulated
Russia to build a new pipeline
named ‘Nord Stream’, directly
channeling gas from Russia to
Germany.

Nord Stream pipeline was

commissioned in 2011. As a
consequence, Ukraine lost $ 720
million annual transit fees. It also
enhances Germany’s energy
dependance on Russia. The
significance of the Nord Stream
pipe-line is that it carries
Russian natural gas to Germany
through the Baltic Sea directly.
The latest development in this
project is its expansion with the
concurrence of Germany which
was started in 2018 and
completed in 2021. However, its
launch was delayed by the
pressure from the US on
European politicians. The two
transit countries, Ukraine and
Poland also did not welcome this
development, as it would deprive
of their transit fees.

The relations between
Moscow and Kyiv took a U turn
when Russia recognized
Donesk and Luhansk as
independent countries on
February 21, 2022. The U.S.
inspired anti Nord Stream 2 and
other grievances towards
Ukraine made Russia to invade
it on 24th February 2022.
According to Lt. Gen.  Abhay
Krishna (Retd.), “…. The crisis
between Russia and Ukraine is
a manufactured one to
sabotage ties between Russia
and Germany, particularly the
lucrative energy partnership
which had been blossoming
between the two for the past
couple of decades”.

By the dawn of 2022, the world was just getting out of the grip of the pandemic; then began a war between Russia
and its immediate neighbour Ukraine with serious short- term and long -term consequences on the global economy.

To be continued

The Political Economy of  J.C. Kumarappa

Although many scholars
explored deeply eco-socialism
at the global level, we have a
person on the Indian soil J.C
Kumarappa, challenging all of
us to take forward those issues
to the present and future
generations. This is radically a
different politics based on
sustainable resources, an
alternative politics to the
current neo-liberal market
economy. He was able to blend
Gandhism, Marxism and
Socialism in his approaches
along with ecological concerns.
He synthesized them into a new
principle. In his search he was
able to concentrate how one
could bring ethical values in the
economic and political
ideologies and how do we
infuse them in the activities of
social change.

Eventually Kumarappa took
an almost socialist position
without any party affiliation,
whereas the members of the

socialist party in India took a
similar position under Lohia.
Once Kumarappa stated that in
attaining economic goal there
were not many differences
between Marxists, Socialists and
Congress, but that the
differences come on the
question of how much we
involve ethical principles in
those areas.23

There are chances today to
blame Kumarappa that he did
not have a political party to
transform the system. If you
really understand politics, you
will discover that party politics is
one of the many options among
a variety of political approaches.
There are people’s polit ics
which are concerned with the
politics of drinking water, food,
fuel, mega dams, education,
employment and so on. Such
non-party political approaches

are not centred around power
and authority but empowerment
of people. Many great leaders
sacrificed their lives for such a
politics of empowering people.
The true value of non-party
political formation was duly

recognised later in the 1980s by
Rajini Kothari a well-known
Indian polit ical scientist.
Kumarappa’s ideas of politics
are not fixed on one ideology, but
rather they are open ended. The
terms which he commonly
used in his last days were
mostly reflected on
decentralized production,
growth without violence,
sharing, social justice in
consumption, participation of
the least ones, transcending
caste and patriarchy, voluntary
activism, cooperatives,
sustainability, and so on.
Therefore, anyone who is
concerned about such issues
naturally becomes an ally of
Kumarappa’s polit ics. Here
comes the genuine socialist and
communist politics.

Eco-Socialism:
Kumarappa’s understanding of

politics was not based upon
mere party politics but was rather
ideologically pregnant with
social justice-oriented service.
He was neither satisfied with the
kind of compartmentalized
ideologies such as the
Gandhism, Sarvodaya,
Socialism and Communism
categories of his period, and he
was able to see something is
lacking in each conceptual
framework. Kumarappa
understood that ‘while
Capitalism is based on
uncontrolled selfish greed,
Socialism is based on class
hatred’,24 and so he came down
heavily on both capitalism and
state socialism.  However,
‘being a non-dogmatic thinker
he could stand at an equi-
distance between Marx and
Gandhi and put forward his
theoretical conclusions in the
best interest of the whole
society’.25 Although he was
relatively happy with the
immediate results coming out of
socialist countries, he was not
satisfied with that. His search
continued on social justice, non-
violence, and ecological

There are chances today to blame Kumarappa that he did not have a political party to transform the system.
If you really understand politics, you will discover that party politics is one of the many options among a variety of

political approaches. There are people’s politics which are concerned with politics of drinking water, food, fuel,
mega dams, education, employment and so on. Such non-party political approaches

are not centred around power and authority but empowerment of people.

[Third  part of the paper:[Third  part of the paper:[Third  part of the paper:[Third  part of the paper:[Third  part of the paper:
The Political Economy ofThe Political Economy ofThe Political Economy ofThe Political Economy ofThe Political Economy of

J.C. Kumarappa]J.C. Kumarappa]J.C. Kumarappa]J.C. Kumarappa]J.C. Kumarappa]

Dr. Solomon Victus
is a former  Professor

of Social Analysis
at Tamilnadu Theological Seminary,

Madurai

Solomon Victus

Contd. Page 7 Col. 1  ..>>>



    PAGE 7 APRIL 10 - 24, 2022

466
Mammen Varkey

Easter Reflections - 1

“On the evening of that day“On the evening of that day“On the evening of that day“On the evening of that day“On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the, the first day of the week, the, the first day of the week, the, the first day of the week, the, the first day of the week, the
doors being shut where the disciples were, for fear of thedoors being shut where the disciples were, for fear of thedoors being shut where the disciples were, for fear of thedoors being shut where the disciples were, for fear of thedoors being shut where the disciples were, for fear of the
Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them,Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them,Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them,Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them,Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them,
“Peace be with you”. When he had said this, he showed“Peace be with you”. When he had said this, he showed“Peace be with you”. When he had said this, he showed“Peace be with you”. When he had said this, he showed“Peace be with you”. When he had said this, he showed
them his hands and his side. Then the disciples were gladthem his hands and his side. Then the disciples were gladthem his hands and his side. Then the disciples were gladthem his hands and his side. Then the disciples were gladthem his hands and his side. Then the disciples were glad
when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peacewhen they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peacewhen they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peacewhen they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peacewhen they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace
be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I send you”.be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I send you”.be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I send you”.be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I send you”.be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I send you”.
And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and said toAnd when he had said this, he breathed on them, and said toAnd when he had said this, he breathed on them, and said toAnd when he had said this, he breathed on them, and said toAnd when he had said this, he breathed on them, and said to
them, “Receive the Holy Spirit……….” John 20: 19-23 (RSV)them, “Receive the Holy Spirit……….” John 20: 19-23 (RSV)them, “Receive the Holy Spirit……….” John 20: 19-23 (RSV)them, “Receive the Holy Spirit……….” John 20: 19-23 (RSV)them, “Receive the Holy Spirit……….” John 20: 19-23 (RSV)

Those who received
the Holy Spirit got into the boat.

Not for preaching! But for fishing!!

The Risen Lord goes
in search of the disciples

In the evening of the very
same day Jesus rose from the
dead, Jesus entered the
closed-in room and stood in the
midst of the disciples and said
to them, “Peace be with you”.
Earlier that day on the
information given by Mary, Peter
and John had run to the
sepulchre and had seen the
empty tomb. Mary did tell them
that she saw the risen Jesus.
But strikingly, none else rushed
to the place of the tomb or any
place where their risen Master

could have been expected.

Actually, those chosen
disciples should have, definitely,
anticipated it. Why? Because,
they had been told by their Master
that he would be killed but after
three days he would rise.
Mark 10: 34, John 17: 16, 24. But
unbelievably, none of those
disciples took the pains and
risks to go out with
determination to meet the Risen
Lord! They didn’t care about the
fact that they had been selected
‘to be with him’! Mk. 3: 14. They
had been commissioned to
preach the God News and they

had been empowered to cast out
demons. They had forgotten all
these! They were so much
disturbed and shaken. They all
shut themselves in a room.
Inside the room, there must have
been disciples, other than the
eleven. Significantly, the Risen
Lord did not command them to
go over to him. He did not call
them ‘to him’, MK. 3: 13, as he
had done on the first occasion.
Into their midst the Risen Jesus
went and greeted them, “Peace
be with you”.

Surprising
In a way, the arrival must not

have been a total surprise to
them. For two reasons: First,
already, Mary Magdalene had told
them that Jesus was risen. Peter
and John had seen the empty
tomb. Secondly, they themselves
had seen Lazarus and others
being raised. And the Master
himself had told them that he
would rise up. But the fact that
their Risen Master, on the very
same day of his resurrection
went into a closed room in
search of a set of disciples who
had run away from his cross, to

a set of cowards who had hid
themselves in a room, must have
surprised them and must have
made them exceedingly  happy.
“Then the disciples were glad
when they saw the Lord”. John
20: 20.

Breathed on them
the Holy Spirit

Having stood in their midst
Jesus greeted them, “Peace be
with you”. It was the customary
greeting in those places. But the
Risen Lord repeated it. He said,
“Peace be with you. As the Father
has sent me, even so I send you”.
He did not stop there. He went
further. And when he had said
this, he breathed on them, and
said to them “Receive the Holy
Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any,
they are forgiven; if you retain the
sins of any, they are retained”.
John 20: 22, 23. This must have
surprised them terribly. To a set
of cowards, who had fled from
their Master at the most critical
moment in his life and who had
shown no proof of their
continuation of being engaged
in mission, was given the Holy
Spirit. All its power and

authority. All its courage and
hope too. It must have been,
definitely, unbelievable for them.
The interaction with the Risen
Lord must have lasted for some
time.

Terribly shocking
What we see, then, is most

shocking! Many days had not
passed! They went for fishing!!
The majority of the chosen twelve
went for fishing!! ‘Peter said to
them, “I am going fishing”. They
said to them, “we will go with you”.
They went out and got into the
boat’. John 21: 3. Terribly
shocking!

Those who received the
Holy Spirit from the Risen Lord,
went for fishing!! They got into
the boat not for preaching in far
off places but for fishing!!! It was
a terrible rejection by those who
had received the Holy Spirit.
Shocking rejection by a set who
had been commissioned
afresh. Why? Why?

To be continued
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The Political Economy of J. C. Kumarappa

questions as the above
ideological frameworks were
clearly lacking one of these
elements.

Most classical Socialists,
Marxists, and Communists
sturdily thought of achieving
their economic goal by making
more and more production and
distributive justice without
connecting them to the resource
exploitation, pollution and
ecological consequences till
recently. Therefore, both neo-
Capitalists and neo-
Communists have therefore
begun to rethink their old
ideological positions, and both
of them have realised that they
must incorporate the question of
ecology to sustain their ideology.
On reinventing capitalism Peter
Bakker, the President and CEO
of the World Business Council
for Sustainable Development
(WBCSD), says, “If we can
reinvent capitalism that will
accelerate all other
transformations … Today,
capitalism has become the
optimization of financial capital
… But we know there are more
capitals than just finance.
There is nature, people, and
money. This is not new thinking,
the triple bottom line (profit,
people and the planet).” 26  In
Kerala, a Marxian idealogue,
M.P. Parameswaran, openly
admitted that the roots of
alternative development lie in

the writings of Gandhi and
Kumarappa.27 Many bio-
regionalists including Tamil
nationalists openly claim that the
principles of both Gandhi and
Kumarappa are essential for
green nationalism. For many
leftist thinkers, Kumarappa has
become an inspiration to link
with the green economy but for
many Gandhians, Kumarappa
was a Communist in Congress
dress.

Pioneering in De-growth
Economy:

In the post-Covid-19
situation, humanity is forced to
reconsider and re-define the
concept of growth while we are
all anxious about the new
normal. Covid-19 with its new
variants is urging all of us to have
a U-turn in our perception of
political economy and life-style.

In this context, it is appropriate
to study the idea of De-growth
which is snowballing in several
parts of the world. De-growth is
a recently emerged idea from
European contexts in the past
decade and is undergoing
serious global discussions.
Serge Latouche (2002), a
leading proponent of the
Degrowth concept, argues, ‘We
need to rethink from the very
foundations the idea that our
societies should be based on
growth.’ He offers a radical
alternative – ‘a society of de-
growth’. For him, ‘De-growth is
not the same thing as negative
growth … (but we must) reject
the irrational and quasi-
idolatrous cult of growth for
growth’s sake.’28

Latouche further clarifies the
meaning of Degrowth by

explaining that most people who
live in the North and the West
consume far too much – too
much meat, too much fat, too
much sugar, too much salt. They
are more likely to put on too
much weight than to go hungry.
They live in a society that is
heading for a crash. They are
aware of what is happening, and
yet they refuse to take it fully into
account. Above all they refuse to
address the issue that lies at the
heart of their problems – namely,
the fact that their societies are
based on an economy whose
only goal is growth for growth’s
sake.29 While many realize that
that the never-ending pursuit of
growth is incompatible with a
finite planet, we have yet to come
to terms with the implications of
this – the need to produce less
and consume less. But if we do

not change course, we are
heading for ecological and
human disaster. There is still
time to imagine, quite calmly, a
system based upon a different
logic, and to plan for a “de-growth
society”.

(Footnotes)
23J.C. Kumarappa, GandhianGandhianGandhianGandhianGandhian

Economic ThoughtEconomic ThoughtEconomic ThoughtEconomic ThoughtEconomic Thought, Rajghat:
ABSSS, 1962, p.81.

24 J.C. Kumarappa, Why theWhy theWhy theWhy theWhy the
VVVVVillage Movement?illage Movement?illage Movement?illage Movement?illage Movement? Rajghat: Akil
Bharat Sarva Seva Sangh, 1958,
p.13.

25 E.P. Menon, Kumarappa
Centenary Souvenir, Karnataka,
1992, p.63.

26 Interview with Peter Bakker,
“We need to move capitalism of
true value ... You will see all
capital wil l f low towards
sustainability”, Times of IndiaTimes of IndiaTimes of IndiaTimes of IndiaTimes of India
(TOI)(TOI)(TOI)(TOI)(TOI), Madurai, 09/04/2021, p.10.

27“Time to Stop ‘Development’
Itself”, People’People’People’People’People’s Reporters Reporters Reporters Reporters Reporter,
Mumbai, Issue 22, Vol. 25,
No.25, Dec.10, 2012, p.1.

28 Serge Latouche, Farewell to
Growth, University of Paris-Sud,
France, 2010.

29 Ibid.

‘De-growth is not the same thing as negative growth …
(but we must) reject the irrational and quasi-idolatrous cult of growth for growth’s sake.’

Roots of Alternative Development

To be continued
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Cayman Islands
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Via Zoom
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Kerala Council of Churches
Foundation Stone Laying Ceremony

Foundation Stone Laying Ceremony

The Metropolitan of the Malankara Mar Thoma Syrian
Church Most. Rev. Dr.  Theodosius Mar Thoma laid the fundation
stone of the Head Quarters Building of the Kerala Council of
Churches (KCC) at Meenthalakara, near Tiruvalla, on 31 March
2022. This building is a memorial to the Most. Rev. Dr. Joseph
Mar Thoma, former Metropolitan of the Mar Thoma Church.

 Laying the foundation stone, the Most. Rev. Theodosius Mar
Thoma said that the strengthening the ecumenical mission of
the church was the need of the hour. And that the work done by
the Kerala Council of Churhes during the last 8 decades was,
indeed, very commendable. He said that having an office building
of its own for the KCC would, definitely rejuvenate its significant
mission and its various activities. Rt. Rev. Dr. Oommen George,
President of the KCC, presided over the foundation stone laying
function.

Metropolitans Dr. Yuhanon Mar Chrysostomos, Dr.
Kuriakose Mar Severios, Dr. Geevarghese Mar Coorilose, Dr.
Mathews Mar Silvanios, Bp. Dr. Selvadas Promod, Bp. Dr.
George Eapen, KCC General Secretary Dr. Prakash P. Thomas,
KCC Treasurer Rev. L.T. Pavitra Singh, Prof. Philip N. Thomas,
Dr. Simon John and Fr. Jose Karikkam spoke on the occasion.

             –KCC News             –KCC News             –KCC News             –KCC News             –KCC News

Anawim Satsang Anawim Satsang Anawim Satsang Anawim Satsang Anawim Satsang is now a
Registered Body. It was
registered on March 17th, 2022,
at Adoni. Fr Dr R Daniel
Premkumar, Fr Dr David
Selvaraj, Dr Prof Shantidani
Minz and Fr Dr Manohar
Chandra Prasad are the
Founding Members of the Trust.
This is a dream come true for a
small circle of friends who
deliberated for years on the
significance of this Hebrew
Word- Anawim  and how it
draws us towards Missio DeiMissio DeiMissio DeiMissio DeiMissio Dei.

Anawim is the Heb. word for
the Broken and the
Marginalized. Anawim
according to the Prophet Amos
are those who face life time of
drudgery so their backs are bent.
Decades ago in the 1960’s,
Anawim was popularized by
Fr. Sebastian Kappen SJ,
through his brilliant hand-outs
on the struggles of the
marginalized and the exploited.
This circle of friends continued
to widen and become effective
with stalwarts like Bishop PJ
Lawrence, Dr Deenabandhu
Manchala and young
Independent Pastor, Theo
Stephens.

Satsang Satsang Satsang Satsang Satsang is the fellowship of
Truth Seekers. The key objective
of the Anawim SatsangAnawim SatsangAnawim SatsangAnawim SatsangAnawim Satsang Trust is
to focus on such communities
of faith without identity, with no
one to care for or reckon. So-
called leaders of such Faith
Communities also do not carry
with them accepted
qualifications either; sometimes
they are even illiterate but with a
spark in them burning to pastor
and care for such Anawim
Communities truly blazing.

We who formed the Trust
believe that these are the First
Generation Faith Communities
today Jesus Jesus Jesus Jesus Jesus would care for and
value! Surely, Challenges are
manifold and tasks are
stupendous but our eyes are set
on Jesus who is the Author and
Finisher of our Faith. The old
adage says; we are known bywe are known bywe are known bywe are known bywe are known by
the company we keepthe company we keepthe company we keepthe company we keepthe company we keep. We are
amazed to know that the Anglican
Diocese of Ruana in Tanzania is
coming forward to partner with the
Anawim SatsangAnawim SatsangAnawim SatsangAnawim SatsangAnawim Satsang fellowships
and become co-pilgrims. This
we believe is truly the work of the
Holy Spirit!

The Registered Office of
Anawim Satsang is a
non-descript Life GivingLife GivingLife GivingLife GivingLife Giving
Agricultural CentreAgricultural CentreAgricultural CentreAgricultural CentreAgricultural Centre, Malapalle
Village- 518 313, Kurnool
District. The Functional Office
where Managing Trustee is
located is at Faith Home for
Children, 2-462/1, Shantha
Mallappa Temple Road, Adoni-
518 302, Kurnool Dt.  Phones:
630 200 4416; 94905 20675,
more lines of communication are
to be opened.

Anawim Satsang has
already touched the periphery

of such Anawim faith
Communities through LST
(Leadership for SocialLeadership for SocialLeadership for SocialLeadership for SocialLeadership for Social
TTTTTransformationransformationransformationransformationransformation) and YCLT
(YYYYYoung Churches Leadershipoung Churches Leadershipoung Churches Leadershipoung Churches Leadershipoung Churches Leadership
TTTTTrainingrainingrainingrainingraining) in parts of Karnataka,
Andhra & Tamil Nadu.

 Anawim SatsangAnawim SatsangAnawim SatsangAnawim SatsangAnawim Satsang is open
for Collaboration with like-
minded churches,
organizations and individuals to
further the ministry of Jesus
among the broken & the needy!

     - Anawim Satsang     - Anawim Satsang     - Anawim Satsang     - Anawim Satsang     - Anawim Satsang  News

Anawim is the Heb. word for the Broken and the Marginalized.
Anawim according to the Prophet Amos are those who face life time of drudgery

so their backs are bent.
Decades ago in the 1960’s, Anawim was popularized by Fr Sebastian Kappen SJ,

through his brilliant hand-outs
on the struggles of the marginalized and the exploited.
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